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Key concepts
Jim Crow Laws – laws enacted after the Civil War especially in southern states to restrict rights of 
black people
Segregation – the practice of separating people based on race
Desegregation – the process of ending separation based on race
The US Constitution – the fundamental laws of the USA which can only be changed with an 
amendment
Unconstitutional – breaking one of the fundamental laws of the USA, ruled on by the Supreme 
Court
Supreme Court – the highest court in the USA, no-one can over-rule it
Plessy v Ferguson – 1896 ruling by Supreme Court which supported segregation on the basis of 
“separate but equal”
Brown v Topeka (also known as Brown v Board of Education) – 1954 ruling by Supreme Court that 
segregated education was unconstitutional
15th Amendment to the Constitution – gave black men the right to vote
Lynching – hanging someone suspected of a crime by a mob with little or no evidence
Federal Government – the national government in the USA
State Government – the government of one state in the USA
Ku Klux Klan – a racist group which grew up in the South after the Civil War and revived in the 20th 
century
Boycott – to refuse to take part in a service normally to achieve a political goal
Freedom Rides – protests on national buses to the South in the 1960s to try to end segregation
White Citizens Councils – protest groups set up across the South to resist attempts at 
desegregation
Republicans – the more conservative political party in the USA
Democrats - the more liberal political party in the USA
Dixie – slang term for the Deep South
Dixiecrats – Democrat politicians who were also from the South
Filibuster – a trick to delay laws passing by refusing to stop talking in Congress
Freedom Schools – civil rights schools set up in the South in the 1960s to educate black people on 
their rights
1964 Civil Rights Act – ruled that segregation was illegal and federal courts would deal with 
discrimination
1965 Voting Rights Act – bans literacy tests and gives federal agents power to intervene in states
Voter suppression – any act which tries to prevent people from voting
Literacy tests – used in the South to deny to vote to black people
Poll taxes – used in the South to deny the vote to black people
The Northern Campaign – MLK’s attempt to gain support for more reforms in northern states after 
1965
Kerner Report 1968 – government report which concluded that racism was deeply embedded in 
American society
The Long Hot Summers – the summers after 1965 which saw widespread protest and riots
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Revision Links – Civil Rights

Brown v Topeka
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBlqcAEv4nk&li
st=PL8dPuuaLjXtNYJO8JWpXO2JP0ezgxsrJJ&ind
ex=34&ab_channel=CrashCourse
Emmett Till
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HljsKwpv3g&lis
t=PL8dPuuaLjXtNYJO8JWpXO2JP0ezgxsrJJ&inde
x=35&ab_channel=CrashCourse
Montgomery Bus Boycott
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylOpide9dus&lis
t=PL8dPuuaLjXtNYJO8JWpXO2JP0ezgxsrJJ&inde
x=36&ab_channel=CrashCourse
Martin Luther King
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmeUT7zH62E
&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNYJO8JWpXO2JP0ezgxsrJJ&i
ndex=37&ab_channel=CrashCourse
Civil Rights Protests
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F624q1jBd0Y&li
st=PL8dPuuaLjXtNYJO8JWpXO2JP0ezgxsrJJ&ind
ex=38&ab_channel=CrashCourse
Malcolm X and Black Power
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8woU9Rq0cPI&l
ist=PL8dPuuaLjXtNYJO8JWpXO2JP0ezgxsrJJ&ind
ex=39&ab_channel=CrashCourse
The Black Panther Party
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ao0Jozn_7HM&l
ist=PL8dPuuaLjXtNYJO8JWpXO2JP0ezgxsrJJ&ind
ex=40&ab_channel=CrashCourse

Revision Links – The Vietnam War

Overview of the War
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNPtbmgjl6k&ab_
channel=JohnDRuddy
Overview of the War
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tNTh6KlXXU&ab
_channel=TheLifeGuide
Ho Chi Min Trail
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poE_nNW9-
yk&ab_channel=TED-Ed
Gulf of Tonkin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crALHjTiXbk&list=
PLu2xst_eS6druLUaz4d290aAowzbTX7GW&index=3
&ab_channel=SimpleHistory
Vietcong tactics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIYHv00_6rI&ab_
channel=I%27mStuck-GCSEandA-LevelRevision
Vietcong Tunnels
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
jNx4Gcm54c&list=PLu2xst_eS6druLUaz4d290aAowz
bTX7GW&index=17&ab_channel=SimpleHistory
US tactics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HR5ikIPHcFE&ab
_channel=I%27mStuck-GCSEandA-LevelRevision
Tet Offensive
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezuFR5OwHU8&a
b_channel=SimpleHistory
Reasons USA lost
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAq6MrYgLr0&ab
_channel=TheArmchairHistorian
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BBC Bitesize revision for this topic:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttbr2p

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttbr2p












Source Analysis Question
Q3 (a). Study sources B and C. 
How useful are sources B and C for an enquiry into the societal 
impact of the Black Panthers?
Explain your answer using sources B and C and your own knowledge of 
the historical context. (8 marks)

Questions to ask:
What do we mean by useful?
What do we mean by societal impact?
What do they tell us about the BPP’s impact on society?
What information in the source is NOT relevant to the question?
What parts of the source are less useful for the question?
What does the source FAIL to tell us about the BPP’s impact on 
society?
How can we question the reliability of the source AND link that to 
utility in a specific way?

RTBQ!             ATBQ!



Source B: Bobby Seale, co-founder in 1966 of the Black Panther Party for Self-
Defense, talking in 2016.

“The biggest misconception is the FBI said that the Black Panthers hated all white folks. 
How could we hate white folks when we protested along with thousands of our white left 
radical and white liberal friends? We worked in coalition with each other, in coalition with 
the Asian community organizations and coalition with Native American community 
organizations, in coalition with Hispanic, Puerto Ricans and brown [people]. I had 
coalitions with 39 different organizational groups crossing all racial and organizational 
lines. I had a coalition actually with SCLC [Southern Christian Leadership Conference], 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s SCLC, particularly centered around the Poor People’s March. 
They had a coalition with 100 different other organizations and we joined it. I saw to it as 
chairman of the Black Panther Party that we would work with Dr. King to do that.”



Source C: Congressman L Richardson Preyer at a Congressional hearing, 1970

“During the 10-year period, 1960–1969, there were 561 law enforcement officers 
feloniously murdered while protecting life and property. In 1969, the last year for which 
complete statistics are available, there were 35,202 assaults on police officers, 11,949 
resulting in injury. Eighty-six police officers, a 34-percent increase over 1968, were 
killed. While there are no complete statistics for 1970, the trend, if anything, would 
appear to be increasing.
News accounts have alleged that certain types of these killings and assaults have 
resulted from Panther activities. Statements by Panther leaders and remarks in their 
newspaper would seem to leave little doubt that the Panthers attempt to encourage 
physical attacks on police.”



Assessment Questions – Questions 3(b, c and d) – total of 24 marks

Q3 (b). Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the Black Panther 
Party. 
What is the main difference between these views? Explain your answer, using details 
from both Interpretations. 

(4 marks)

Q3 (c). Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about the 
Black Panther Party. You may use sources B and C to explain your answer. 

(4 marks)

Q3 (d). How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about the attitudes and actions of the 
Black Panther Party?
Explain your answer, using both interpretations and your knowledge of the historical 
context.
Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology will be assessed 
in part (d).

(16 marks)

RTBQ!             ATBQ!



Interpretation1 - From “Black radicalism and political repression in Baltimore: the case of 
the Black Panther Party” by J.L. Jeffries, published in 2002

While the Baltimore chapter provided its residents with several meaningful community service 
endeavours the actual number of programmes provided by the Baltimore office paled in comparison 
to those offered at the National level. This was because the National office had access to certain 
resources that the Baltimore Panthers did not. Being in California afforded the National 
headquarters the opportunity to tap into liberal Hollywood celebrities and philanthropists like Jane 
Fonda, Marlon Brando, Donald Sutherland, Lynn Redgrave, Candice Bergen and others. One 
service that the Baltimore chapter did provide that did not exist at the National level was a free dry-
cleaning service. Like the Oakland office, the Baltimore Panthers also operated a free medical clinic. 
Doctors and Nurses from the Johns Hopkins Hospital helped to staff the clinic. The Panthers also 
served as a liaison and spokesperson for many of the community’s residents. For example, when 
one lady fell ill and was unable to work the Panthers took her to the department of social services 
and acted as her spokesperson. As a result she received the necessary funds. On another occasion 
when an elderly woman was on the verge of being evicted from her apartment for non-payment of 
rent the Party provided the money.



Interpretation 2 - From “The Black Panther Party 's Narratives of Resistance” by D.R. 
Papke ,  published in 1994
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