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These are great revision series playlists on Medicine c1250-
present day:

These ones are short and a good starting point on key topics:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVJV8iEAm88&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ8A
qMTFZycm46Ks4DdSaLM&ab_channel=BBCTeach

These ones go into more detail and are great for higher level revision:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar3ijNoZuf8&list=PL9bgSdxfgbwpsrcUa
yiSupU1tvMGU_6zM&ab_channel=MrClokeHistory

These ones are specifically for Medicine on the Western front in 
WW1:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
dIOowtYEf4&list=PL9bgSdxfgbwqdRnp7KO5fNLwZw719tsQp&ab_channe
l=MrClokeHistory

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqehK_WpaLo&list=PLkG1vXH2kl4b3R
XrBl7EkWfZD4Bu9g99r&ab_channel=CHSGHistory

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVJV8iEAm88&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ8AqMTFZycm46Ks4DdSaLM&ab_channel=BBCTeach
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVJV8iEAm88&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ8AqMTFZycm46Ks4DdSaLM&ab_channel=BBCTeach
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar3ijNoZuf8&list=PL9bgSdxfgbwpsrcUayiSupU1tvMGU_6zM&ab_channel=MrClokeHistory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar3ijNoZuf8&list=PL9bgSdxfgbwpsrcUayiSupU1tvMGU_6zM&ab_channel=MrClokeHistory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dIOowtYEf4&list=PL9bgSdxfgbwqdRnp7KO5fNLwZw719tsQp&ab_channel=MrClokeHistory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dIOowtYEf4&list=PL9bgSdxfgbwqdRnp7KO5fNLwZw719tsQp&ab_channel=MrClokeHistory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dIOowtYEf4&list=PL9bgSdxfgbwqdRnp7KO5fNLwZw719tsQp&ab_channel=MrClokeHistory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqehK_WpaLo&list=PLkG1vXH2kl4b3RXrBl7EkWfZD4Bu9g99r&ab_channel=CHSGHistory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqehK_WpaLo&list=PLkG1vXH2kl4b3RXrBl7EkWfZD4Bu9g99r&ab_channel=CHSGHistory


How to approach the different questions in the exam

On the next slides remember:

Good things to do in an answer are in BLUE!

Bad things to do in an answer are in RED!



Question 1 – 2 x 2 marks – 6 minutes

Did you (for EACH feature!)…
Give a DETAIL about the issue in the question. Add 
some further DETAIL for another mark.
GOOD ANSWER for ONE feature:
The trenches were difficult for stretcher-bearers to 
use (1). This is because the trenches were very 
narrow and zig-zagged (1).

Its bad if you don’t add words you know to do with 
the Western Front – like stretcher-bearer, zig-zag 
trenches, artillery explosions, motor transport, 
horse-drawn ambulances, dressing stations etc



Question 2 (a) – 8 marks – 12 minutes!

Focus on what this tells us about the topic of the 
question Focus on how the SOURCES are useful (to a 
historian!) Write equally about both sources
Write about how the information is USEFUL – this is 
the main focus rather than how it is NOT USEFUL!
How the information in the source is CORROBORATED 
from your own knowledge or other sources (GOOD!)

Just repeat the very basic information from the source 
(BAD!) Add knowledge but didn’t link it to details of the 
source Make general points about nature, origins or 
purpose but don’t link it to details in the source
Didn’t mention provenance at all? Provenance is the 
nature, origins and purpose of the source!



Question 2 (b) – 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 = 4 marks in 
total – 6 minutes

Did you…
Write something for each part of the answer even if you were unsure
Make a general comment for the last part rather than focus on 
specific information you could gain from the source
• FIRST part – MUST be a short quote directly from the source!
(IF THE FIRST PART IS WRONG THEN THE REST IS WRONG!)
• SECOND part – MUST be a specific question based on the quote!
• THIRD part – MUST be a specific source like – a report in a 

medical journal (magazine) about the effectiveness of this 
specific treatment

• FOURTH part – MUST be a specific way that specific type of 
source could help

• BAD…
• “It’s a primary source” – so what? How does this make it useful?
• “Primary sources are more reliable.” – No, they aren’t! They might 

be or they might not be - judge each source on its provenance!



Question 3 – 4 marks – 6 minutes
• BAD - Misunderstand the time period of the question!

• Write about a specific similarity
• Write something specific about ideas
• Give dpecific details about ideas

A good answer:
In both periods there was the idea that having an 
unhealthy lifestyle could make you more likely to 
become ill. In the medieval period many people agreed 
with Hippocrates ideas about a balanced lifestyle, diet 
and exercise. In the modern period there were many 
healthy living campaigns by the British government such 
as the stop smoking and 5-a-day campaigns.



Question 4 – 12 marks – 18 minutes

• Only write about the period in the question!
• ATBQ – Answer the Question, read it CAREFULLY!
• Write about three separate examples
• If you miss out one of the “may use” suggestions add an extra one 

of your own!

Good examples:
Access to GPs (General Practitioners) improved as a result of the 
establishment of the NHS in 1948. This removed the cost of paying for a 
doctor’s visit and the treatment yourself and so more people accessed 
this service.
Access to specialist treatment in hospitals improved even before the 
NHS as new medical technologies, such as X-rays, allowed more people 
to be treated for injuries.
The NHS was the main way access to treatment improved and this was 
a result of the Beveridge Report in 1942 and the impact of the Second 
World War on the British population who demanded a universal 
healthcare system.



Question 5 OR 6 – 16 marks + 4 marks for 
SPAG! – 24 minutes

• MOST COMMON PROBLEM – A distinct lack of specific knowledge 
about individuals and key events! This requires revision!

• ATBQ
• Write in sentences where one sentence extends the idea of the 

sentence before
• Extend your explanation about WHY something was important
• Write in paragraphs about different factors 
• Add an extra factor paragraph from your own knowledge 
• If you miss out one of the “may use” suggestions add an extra one 

of your own!
• Check SPAG at the end – there’s as many marks for that as for 

Question 1!
• Use specialist history and medical terms to boost your SPAG 

marks!
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Example answer to Question 3 -

3 Explain one way in which ideas about the cause of illness in the 
years c1700–c1850 were different from ideas about the cause of illness 
in the years c1900–present.

4 marks



3 Explain 
This is the command word. Here it is asking you to: write 
in detail about differences.
one way in which 
Focus on ONE way they were different in some detail – 
NOT loads!
ideas about the cause of illness 
This is the topic – beliefs about what caused disease
in the years c1700–c1850 
This means the 18th and 19th century UP TO (but not after!) 
Pasteur
were different from ideas about the cause of illness in the 
years c1900–present.
This means modern ideas about the cause of disease 
AFTER Pasteur!
4 marks



What do you write about?

This question is about changing ideas about the 
cause of disease.
Make a list of everything you know about ideas about 
the causes of disease in c1700-c1850.
Make a list of everything you know about ideas about 
the causes of disease in c1900-present day.
Share your ideas with others.

Tick ideas which you can say were definitely very 
different.

Next – compare your list with the INDICATIVE 
CONTENT from the exam board (this list is NOT what 
you have to do – its just what the examiners think 
you might use)

ATBQ!



Relevant points may include: 

• In the years c1700-c1850 some people 
believed that illness was caused by 
spontaneous generation but in the years 
c1900-present people believed in the germ 
theory that microbes caused disease. 

• In the years c1700-c1850 some people 
believed that illness was caused by miasma 
but in the years c1900-present people know 
that some illnesses are caused by genetic 
conditions. 



Mark a student answer
Use the mark scheme to mark this student 
answer.

First work out which Level on the mark 
scheme it would get. 

Then work out how good it is within that Level.

There is a right answer because this was 
marked by the Chief Examiner! Don’t worry – 
you don’t have to get it right – this is about 
learning what they expect!



Question 
3 Explain one way in which ideas about the cause of illness in the years 

c1700-c1850 were different from ideas about the cause of illness in the 
yearsc1900-present. 
 
Target: Analysis of second order concepts: difference [AO2]; 
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics of the 
period [AO1]. AO2: 2 marks. AO1: 2 marks. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable material. 

1 1–2 • Simple or generalised comment is offered about a difference. [AO2] 
• Generalised information about the topic is included, showing limited 

knowledge and understanding of the periods. [AO1] 

2 3–4 
 

• Features of the period are analysed to explain a difference. [AO2] 
• Specific information about the topic is added to support the 

comparison, showing good knowledge and understanding of the 
periods. [AO1] 





This is what the Chief Examiner said about this 
answer:
The answer identifies a valid difference in the 
beliefs about miasma and bacteria as the cause 
of disease. Supporting detail is offered to 
explain the idea of miasma and to show that 
Koch identified the microbes causing several 
diseases.

This answer has met all the demands of the 
Level 2 mark scheme and received the 3 marks.

How could it get 4 marks?



Assessment – Question 3
I DO – model answer by Mr E

Between 1700 and 1850 people believed that the 
Theory of the Four Humours still held some truth to 
it. While the Four Humours was going out of fashion 
at this time there were still many quacks and even 
actual physicians who applied this defunct idea.
However, after 1900 people developed ideas related 
to Pasteur’s germ theory. This was one of the 
greatest medical breakthroughs in modern history 
and fundamentally changed the way medicine was 
practiced across the world and was further 
developed by many other scientists including Koch, 
Lister, Ehrlich and Fleming.



Assessment – Question 3
WE DO – Model answer by previous Year 11s

Between 1700 and 1850 people believed that cholera, for 
example, was caused by miasma. This meant that they 
thought cholera was spread through foul smells and this 
meant they had no real way to deal with cholera as this 
was erroneous.
However, after 1900 people had learnt that cholera was a 
water-borne disease. John Snow demonstrated that 
cholera was a water-borne disease through the use of 
statistical analysis in 1854. But this was ultimately proven 
when Pasteur published his germ theory in 1861. 



How to write an answer to questions 5 or 6 – the 16-
marker!

6 ‘Providing access to care and treatment has been the 
most important development in the role of government in 
medicine in the years c1800–present.’ How far do you 
agree? Explain your answer. 

(16 marks)

You may use the following in your answer:
• National Health Service (NHS), 1948 
• Public Health Act, 1875
You must also use information of your own.

(Total for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of 
specialist terminology = 4 marks) 
(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks) 

Why is each highlighted phrase important?



6 ‘Providing access to care and treatment 
– this is the topic – provision of healthcare!
has been the most important development in the
– This is telling you this is an essay. You need to constantly make 
judgements.
role of government in medicine in the years 
– This is the factor you are considering. Stick to it!
c1800–present.’ – This is the time period! Don’t stray outside of it!
How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
– This is also telling you this is an essay. You need to constantly 
make judgements.
You may use the following in your answer:
• National Health Service (NHS), 1948 
• Public Health Act, 1875
You must also use information of your own.
You don’t HAVE TO use these two but its probably a good idea. But 
you do have to have THREE in total!



What do you write about?

This question is about the role of government in 
providing treatment and healthcare.
Make a list of everything you know about the role 
of government in medicine 1800-present day.

Next – compare your list with the INDICATIVE 
CONTENT from the exam board on the next slide 
(this list is NOT what you have to do – its just what 
the examiners think you might use)

ATBQ!



Relevant points that support the statement may include: 
•The creation of the NHS by the government was a major development since 
treatment was funded from taxes and free at the point of delivery and therefore 
accessible to all. 
•The government-funded NHS provides specialised treatment from highly 
trained personnel and high-tech equipment, which otherwise might not be 
available. 
•The government has expanded its role in medicine by providing funding for 
training, research and experimental treatments.  
Relevant points to counter the statement may include: 
•The introduction of the 1875 Public Health Act showed the government taking 
responsibility for public health on a nationwide scale. 
•The 1875 Public Health Act made it compulsory for local authorities to provide 
clean water and improve sanitation, showing an extension of government 
responsibility. 
•The government made it compulsory for people to be vaccinated against 
smallpox during the nineteenth century. 
•The government provided funding for prevention of illness through 
vaccinations campaigns such as vaccination against smallpox during the 
nineteenth century and against diphtheria in the twentieth century. 
•Governments during the twentieth century introduced measures to improve 
public health such as providing free school meals, the school medical 
inspection to keep children healthy and campaigns such as ‘five a day’ and 
‘stop smoking’. 



Essay-style Questions – “How far do you agree?”

In essay style questions like this it is really important to remember:
An essay is an argument with yourself!
You need to provide an opinion about the key issue: Provision of healthcare 
= most important development in role of government?
It does these things:
Key words (or synonyms of those words) from the question
• Knowledge used as evidence to back up opinion
• Judging words which offer an opinion in answer to the question
• Counter-arguments to opinions already offered

ATBQ!



I DO - Part of an exemplar answer by Mr E

Perhaps the most important development in access to medical care 
in Britain over the last hundred years has been the establishment 
of the NHS in 1948. The British government was the key factor in 
the creation of the NHS and as a consequence of this service the 
government had a huge impact on allowing all people access to 
healthcare free at the point of delivery. For the first time all the 
British people could gain access to healthcare without fear of the 
humiliation of being unable to pay. This had an enormous impact 
on the working class especially. While it may be true to say that the 
1875 Public Health Act had a massive impact on the health of the 
nation by forcing councils to provide proper sanitation this 
provision, by itself, did not actually provide anyone with access to 
healthcare and failed to address the issue of lack of medical care.



I DO - Part of an exemplar answer by Mr E

Perhaps the most important development in access to 
medical care in Britain over the last hundred years has 
been the establishment of the NHS in 1948. The British 
government was the key factor in the creation of the NHS 
and as a consequence of this service the government had 
a huge impact on allowing all people access to healthcare 
free at the point of delivery. For the first time all the British 
people could gain access to healthcare without fear of the 
humiliation of being unable to pay. This had an enormous 
impact on the working class especially. While it may be 
true to say that the 1875 Public Health Act had a massive 
impact on the health of the nation by forcing councils to 
provide proper sanitation this provision, by itself, did not 
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failed to address the issue of lack of medical care.



WE DO – Answer by other Year 11s
On the other hand government’s introduction of the Public 
Health Act of 1875 was very important because it obliged 
councils to spend money on improving the sanitation of the 
towns.

This led to help in stopping the spreading of diseases 
especially among the poor who couldn’t fend for themselves. 
This was ultimately all the result of government action – the 
British government had instigated Chadwick’s original report 
in 1842 and this had led to the 1848 Public Health Act. It was 
this act which eventually led to the 1875 Public Health Act 
which actually addressed the cesspits which many British 
cities had become. 

In some ways this is more important than care and treatment 
because this prevented the need for treatment of dozens of 
diseases including cholera, typhoid and tuberculosis 
ultimately preventing millions of deaths in in the long-term.



WE DO – Answer by other Year 11s

On the other hand the Public Health Act of 1875 could be 
seen as the single most important contribution of 
government to medicine as it enforced the creation of 
sewers on all towns and cities in Britain. This drastically 
reduced the death rate in industrial Britain where 
pollution and disease had been running rampant due to 
poor sanitation.

While it did not contribute to access to care and 
treatment what it did do was significantly reduce illness 
and especially infant mortality rates. In some ways this is 
more important than care and treatment because it meant 
that far fewer people actually required treatment and care.



YOU DO – Write your own paragraph

While the NHS was a hugely significant government 
intervention in the development of surgery, regulation of 
the medical profession and government funding for 
antibiotics research were also very important. 
For example _________ meant that…
This contributed greatly to improved care and treatment 
because…
However this could also be seen as a failure of 
government in that…
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